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Literacy Learner Analysis Project Part 1 

 

I. Brief Background and Reason for the Project 

I. Brief Background and Reason for Project (3 points) 

 

Differentiated instruction focuses on providing students with different ways to learn that 

works best for their ability and their way of learning. Differentiated instruction is 

student-centered and relies on the ability of the teacher to adapt individually to each student. 

There is plenty research behind the support of differentiated instruction. Research shows that all 

children learn differently. When providing students with different ways to learn, teachers are 

able to give them the tools that they need to learn successfully.  As Valencia discusses, 

differentiated instruction provides students with a way to teach and also assess. Just like learning, 

children can be assessed in many different ways as well. For example, not every student is going 

to show you what they know through a test.  

My goals for professional background are to become a better teacher for my students. I 

aim to focus mostly on literacy and how I can assist students even better on how to read. I aim to 

also master different forms of reading instruction. My goal for this upcoming year is to 

effectively provide reading workshop for my students. This project is giving me the opportunity 

to grow along with my student. I am hopeful that this project will help me grow in the ways to 

assist a child’s reading and also experience many different forms of assessments. I am looking 

forward to gaining even more tools and resources to use in my classroom and use with some of 

my struggling students.  

This project connects to my past teaching because I am reflecting on several assessments 

that I gave my students to understand their reading comprehension. I am hoping that I will take 



some of this knowledge and bring it into my classroom this fall and hopefully overtime with my 

future teaching, using these assessments and this assignment to continually improving the 

assessments and my understanding of student ability.  

 

II. Home and Family  

 

Landon is a 9 year old that is going into 5th grade next year. My student is right at the 

end of a 4th grade reading level and transitioning into a 5th grade reading level. Landon is right 

on track with where he is suppose to be, however, lacks in fluency. Landon uses several different 

reading comprehension strategies. At our school we teach strategies from Notice and Note  by 

Robert E Probst and Kylene Beers. Some of these strategies include Aha Moments, Tough 

Questions, and Memory Moments. Landon is a white boy and he is proficient in the English 

language, which is his primary language. He does not have any disabilities or supports.  

Landon lives in a home with endless literacy tools. He has many books at home and his 

parents are both great readers. They spend every night with him reading. He has access to 

magazines, picture books, and chapter books. He reads and discusses what he is reading daily 

with his parents and his little sister. He talks about what is happening in his books and makes 

connections to his everyday life.  

Landon’s parents are highly educated. His father works for insurance and his mother is 

actually a teacher as well. She spends a lot of time with him reading and finding books that he 

likes. Both parents take literacy seriously in the household and motivate Landon to read. He also 

participates in summer reading programs to stay on top of his reading. Landon’s mother is also 



an avid reader which is a great way to model to Landon that importance and applicability of 

reading. When parents are good readers and make time to read, children can be influenced to 

read as well. Parents that set aside time for the children to read and illustrate the joy of it are 

helping students foster a love for reading.   

 

III. Emotional Climate  

 

Landon’s current classroom climate promotes independence by giving students a lot of 

time to self select texts that they would enjoy reading. I think this is important for a student like 

Landon who enjoys reading when it is material that interests him. The classroom also encourages 

cooperation and working with his classmates. The classroom often times asks students to work 

together to problem solve and be critical thinkers. Cooperation also plays a big part in social 

aspects of the classroom and school. In Landon’s classroom he is also encouraged to be a 

risk-taker. This often happens in math class when students are asked to share answers to 

problems and ideas. Lastly, Landon is in a classroom where the teacher cares about each and 

every student. The teacher takes an interest and gets to know each student and build a 

relationship with them. As stated in the course presentation, "Importance of Literacy," a best 

practice is fostering literacy motivation.  When participating in literacy activities, Landon is most 

motivated when there is a reward or some sort of prize to be earned for it. Although he is never 

negative, he often times just goes through the motion. Landon expresses frustration or disinterest 

in reading when the material does not interest him or he is getting frustrated with the vocabulary 

or level of reading.  



Reading is rewarded during the summer because Landon is not easily motivated to read 

when he could be doing other fun things. His parents reward him when he spends time reading 

every day by letting him go buy a new book. This keeps Landon motivated but the reward is still 

connected to his reading. This also gives Landon a choice in the book which provides more 

interest in doing his daily reading.  

Landon is mostly engaged and motivated to read when the material is of interest to him. 

Like discussed, he is most interested in material about sports and different teams. Landon loves 

reading about sports and enjoys learning new facts and stories. That engagement also assists in 

his level of comprehension and vocabulary intake because he is connecting the material to his 

background knowledge and his life.  

 

IV. Literary History (3 points) 

Landon has always been an average student in Language Arts. Discussing with his family 

about his early elementary days, Landon has always enjoyed reading but sometimes his 

confidence would get in the way. He was exposed to a variety of instruction throughout his 

schooling. After hearing some descriptions, it sounds like he has been exposed to Daily 5, 

workshops model, and guided reading. In 4th grade, he learned the signposts from Notice and 

Note . Those helped him identify different strategies for reading comprehension. Also in 4th 

grade Landon’s class did whole class books, book clubs, and had independent reading time. 

When I asked Landon what he enjoyed doing most in reading class in 4th grade, he expressed 

that he liked when they were able to choose their own books to read because he liked reading 



sport books. Through these various instructions, Landon performed well and was at expected 

reading level. 

The challenges Landon faced within reading was his fluency and decoding. Often times 

when Landon does not know a word, he moves on and skips it. At our school we work with 

improving students fluency by using DIBELS (the tool I will be using to adminster Landon’s 

assessments.) I am hoping that by using this tool, Landon will gain confidence and a familiarity 

with the assessment and thus perform well on the fluency portion.  

V. Assessments Given and Summary of Results  

 

For my assessments, I decided to do two different tests. The first assessment is a reading 

attitude survey that shares with me the different interests that Landon has. I then will give him 

another assessment that tests his fluency and reading comprehension skills. The assessment is the 

DIBELS assessment which is the tool used at my school. 

I began with two pre-assessments with Landon. The first assessment was a 

motivation-interest survey in which I had Landon fill out what his interests were when finding a 

book to read. I used a survey that I have actually used in my own classroom. I found this survey 

on another teacher’s teaching blog. For the question that asked Landon to identify what kinds of 

books do you like reading, Landon chose adventure, sports, humorous, and horror. For the 

question, what type of characters do you like reading about, he chose athletes, detectives, people 

like me, and animals. I used gained information of where he gets his books. He responded that he 

gets them from family members and the school library. This first pre-assessment allowed me to 



see what his interests are and how to motivate him to read. I selected this exact interest survey 

because it gave me a lot of information but only took Landon about five minutes to complete and 

did not overwhelm him with a lot of questions.  

The second pre-assessment that I gave Landon was from the DIBELS Level 5 Booklet. 

The purpose of this assessment was to accurately test Landon’s reading level. I wanted to make 

sure that the booklet was an appropriate level for Landon and that his fluency and 

comprehension would be challenged but not frustrated. For this particular passage, Landon read 

about “The Best Present Ever.” In one minute, Landon read 96 words with 0 errors in it. For the 

comprehension portion, Landon retold in 60 words and received a retell score of 2. This means 

that Landon was able to provide 2-3 meaningful things from the reading. This data showed me 

that this booklet is an appropriate level for Landon.  

As I continued to assess Landon, he seemed to be doing better with his fluency. During 

the passage titled, “Exploring Australia.” he scored a fluency score of 130 words in one minute 

with 0 errors. Then in another passage titled, “How Water Moves Through Plants,” he read 114 

words in one minute with only 1 error.  

  

 

 

VI. Lesson Plan Matrix  

 



Lesson Foci/Date 

Objectives (include 

performance, conditions, 

and criterion. State the 

Common Core State 

Standard  at the end of 

each objective. 

Instructional materials 

(what will you use to 

deliver the main 

objectives of the lesson) 

On-going assessment (to 

measure attainment of 

objectives) 

  

Building Fluency and 
Reading Comprehension 

Landon will read a 
reading passage at his 
reading level for one 
minute while instructor 
monitors fluency with a 
goal of 100 WPM. He 
will then retell the 
passage and recall 3 
sequenced details. The 
passages alternate 
between fiction and 
nonfiction passages.  

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.
RF.2.4 

Read with sufficient 
accuracy and fluency to 
support comprehension. 

- DIBELS 
Progress 
Monitoring 
DORF Level 5 
Booklet 

- Timer 
- Pencil 
- I will use 

Serravallo’s 
Strategies: 
Reading It Like 
You’ve Always 
Known It (2015)  

 A timed fluency passage 
at the DORF Level 5 

  

VII. Reflections on Your Differentiated Literacy Lesson Plans  

 

During my lessons, I made sure to provide a quiet environment for Landon so he could 

concentrate on his tasks. I then repeated the directions for the DIBELS assessment. I reminded 

him that he has one minute to read the passage and do his best. I told him to be attention to what 

he is reading because he will have to retell the passage to me afterwards. I then got the timer 

ready and have Landon read while I marked the passage as he reads with his errors. I then gave 

him one minute to retell me while tallying how many words he uses in his retell and thinking 



about how many detailed facts he gives me about the passage. Depending how Landon does, I try 

to determine if the assessment is flawed and needs to be redone.  

I do believe my reading instruction made a meaningful contribution to the student’s 

overall progress. Looking at Landon’s fluency, he was starting to slightly improve. While at the 

beginning of assessing, his fluency was reading 96 words with 0 errors and my goal was to get 

him reading over 100 words correctly with no errors. As he continued to test, he reached that 

goal thus, gaining more confidence.  

To support the student’s success, I made sure he was comfortable before testing. Like 

stated above, I made sure the room was quiet and that he had a space in which he was 

comfortable. I also asked him about his day beforehand to get him talking and not nervous. We 

then discussed how he did the previous time he was tested and what strategies he could use to do 

well on this passage. I did this to gain his confidence so that he knows that he can do it and has 

done it before. I also did this to open a discussion about different strategies so that he will be able 

to have good comprehension skills during the retell. I think the efforts were beneficial because 

Landon continued to do better and better on the assessments.  

There were several different teaching methods I used. I use strategy instruction. For 

example, we discussed the strategy of “Read it Like You Know It” (below in the Appendix). 

This strategy was a great way for Landon to be confident in his reading and read with authority. I 

also used immediate feedback when completing the retell portion. Once Landon would perform 

the retell section, I would ask him what else we could have added and give some suggestions in 

order for him to have that immediate feedback.  



One critical choice that I made during instruction was when Landon started the passage 

and right away made many errors. Before the time was even up, I decided to stop the reading and 

have a talk with him. I told him that I knew this wasn’t his best work and asked for an 

explanation. He told me that he thinks he got excited and rushed. I then made the executive 

decision to pick a new passage and give him a fresh start. This fresh start allowed for Landon to 

start new and do his best.  

If I had an opportunity to teach this lesson with this student again, there would be a 

couple changes that I would make. Due to the fact that I was trying to help Landon in the long 

run with using DIBELS (which they use at our school to monitor), I stuck with it in order to 

build his confidence and maintain some consistency. If I had more time to work with him 

though, I would start to incorporate some different texts and passages to incorporate some of his 

interests. For example, I would most likely give him a passage about sports and I think he would 

enjoy reading it. I would also allow for Landon to go back to the passage when he is retelling to 

see what happens (Knight & Waldron, 2017). Although, he is not allowed to do that when he is 

actually being formally DIBELS tested, I think that allowing him to practice the skill with me 

would be a valuable strategy that he could use in the future. Lastly, one further extension I may 

try to use would be to make the retelling portion of the assessment a written format. I think it 

would be good practice for Landon to explain the reading passage in written form and this could 

give me even more of an insight into his ELA skills.  

I believe that reading instruction could be more developmentally appropriate and 

responsive to Landon would be by incorporating some of the changes I would have made above. 



I think that by giving Landon the option to look back during the retell portion might have eased 

some of his nerves and/or give him information to spark his memory. 

I tried to incorporate information about fluency and it’s connection to reading 

comprehension into my reading lessons. As discussed in the course presentation, “Fluency,” I 

used automaticity to gauge Landon’s fluency. Automaticity is “measured in words correct per 

minute.” I also used different best practices with Landon (Guthrie, 2014). I tried to keep him 

motivated while continually building a relationship with him. I am hopeful that us working 

together has been a positive experience for Landon and that is has improved his fluency and 

reading comprehension skills. 

 

 

VIII. Recommendations to Teachers and Parents/Caregivers  

 

To the Parents of Landon, 

I would like to thank you for giving me the opportunity to work with Landon these last six 
weeks. He is a kind and smart boy who always gives his all! Landon has many strengths. Some 
of which are positivity, creativity, resilience, and a great work ethic. All of these were apparent 
in our time together. One thing we worked on improving was Landon’s fluency skills. Although 
Landon is able to comprehend reading, sometimes he would have difficulty with his fluency.  

After some time talking about what kind of books he likes to read, I was able to tell what 
interests Landon. As you probably already know, Landon loves anything to do with sports! If I 
had more time with him, I would have loved to use this interest to discuss some great books to 
read. 

As the weeks went by, Landon’s fluency kept improving. At the beginning, he read 96 words in 
one minute and then read 130 words in one minute. I suggest that when Landon is reading that he 
is in a comfortable spot. I also suggest that building Landon up can also assist him. When he was 
most confident, he performed the best.  

Once again, thank you for a great six weeks and please do not hesitate to contact me with any 
questions or concerns! 



Sincerely, 

Kristen Dantonio 

 
To the Teacher of Landon, 

Hello, my name is Kristen Dantonio and for the last six weeks I have been working one-on-one 
with Landon. Throughout the weeks, I have learned several things about Landon. I have learned 
that he is a great reader, however, sometimes lacks confidence. When he is feeling unsure of 
himself, he will act like he does not enjoy reading. I have also learned that while his reading 
comprehension is strong, he struggles with his fluency. 

During the pre-assessment, I asked Landon what kind of books he liked to read. For the question 
that asked Landon to identify what kinds of books do you like reading, he chose adventure, 
sports, humorous, and horror. For the question, what type of characters do you like reading 
about, he chose athletes, detectives, people like me, and animals. After talking to Landon about 
his favorite things to talk and learn about, it was clear that sports are his biggest passion.  

For the assessments, I used DIBELS to measure his fluency and his reading comprehension. 
Before each passage, Landon and I discussed some great skills he could use to be successful with 
the task. Through the weeks, Landon’s fluency improved and his retelling became more detailed 
and descriptive.  

This coming fall, I would recommend continuing to build Landon’s confidence in reading. I 
would continue to encourage him to read books that he finds enjoyable and to take his time 
reading. I am hoping that he continues to build on his fluency. If you have any questions or 
concerns, please do not hesitate to reach out. 

Sincerely, 

Kristen Dantonio  

 

 
 

 



IX. Appendices of work  

 

Appendix A: Pre-assessment  

         
 



 





Appendix B- Assessments 
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